The Taunting and the Treaty
A Study on Genesis Chapter 21

By KC Ung

I. The Taunting
Gen. 21:1-21

A. The Content of the Taunt: 
Gen. 21:8, 9

Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking

1. The Celebration of Isaac’s Coming of age – Abraham made a great feast…Isaac was weaned.
Gen. 21:8


Isaac was probably three years old while Ishmael was 17 years. 
See #B.2c below.
2. What Sarah Saw: Ishmael mocking Isaac.

21:9, 10, 12

a. To Sarah, Ishmael was the son of Hagar, a bondwoman; an Egyptian, not an Israelite; 


born unto Abraham, and not the promised seed. But Hagar’s son was mocking her son!

b. To Ishmael, Isaac was not the firstborn of Abraham; Isaac was a usurper of his position.

i. Ishmael Despised Isaac – like mother, like son.
Cf. 16:4


ii. He was Deriding Isaac. Mocking is tsachaq = to laugh outright (in merriment or scorn);
21:9
implying mockery, scoffing, irritating and deriding laughter.

Strong

3. Paul’s Perception of Ishmael’s mocking of Isaac:

Gal. 4:29

a. The mocking Pointed to Ishmael’s seed Persecuting Isaac’s seed.


b. It was true then, and it is still true now – but as then…even so it is now.
B. The Cause of the Taunt
Gen. 21:1-7
1. God was Fulfilling His Promise – as He had said/spoken… [3 occ.]
Gen. 21:1, 2

a. The Promise:
I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; 
Cf. 17:21; 18:10, 14


and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son.
b. The Performance: the LORD visited Sarah as He had said…as he had spoken.
Gen. 21:1
i. He visited, i.e. He returned: I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; 
18:10, 14

ii. Visited is Heb. Paqad = aw-kad'; to visit (with friendly or hostile intent) 
21:1, 1st occ.

c. The Precision: Sarah shall have a Son…at the Set time of which God had Spoken
21:1, 2 cf. Num. 23:19

i. …Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.
17:21

ii. Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time 
21:2

iii. Cf. I will certainly return…according to the time of life…Sarah thy wife shall have a son.
18:10

· Cf. Elisabeth would have a son when the angel’s words would be fulfilled in their season. (kairos). Lk. 1:20

· Cf. when the fulness of the time (chrnos) was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman.
Gal. 4:4
2. Abraham later Fulfilled His Part
Gen. 21:3-4

a. As was Commanded, he named his son, Isaac – the Commemoration of the fulfillment. 
Cf. 17:19

i. Isaac Connotes “laughter” (Heb. tsachaq); Cf. Abraham’s and Sarah’s laughter. 

· Abraham Laughed because of Limited faith? Note: no Divine rebuke.
Cf. 17:17


Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?

· Sarah Laughed because of Lack of faith? Note: She Denied it when rebuked.
Cf. 18:12-15


After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? 

Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?
ii. Note: Hagar’s Child was named Ishmael by the Lord – 
Gen. 16:11

The angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, 
and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.
And Hagar named the Lord, Thou God seest me.
16:13

iii. Isaac would be the promised Child of the Abrahamic Covenant – whom Sarah bore to him.
21:3

b. He Circumcised his son – it was the sign of the Confirmation of the Covenant.
Gen. 21:3 cf. 17:11 ct. 23-27

c. Sarah Conceived when Abraham was 100 years old. Abraham had waited 25 years!
Cf. Gen. 12:4


Consider the Milestones in Abraham’s Life:

i. At 75 years, he was called out of Ur.
12:4

ii. At 85 years (ten years later), Hagar was given to Abraham to be his wife.
16:3

iii. At 86 years, Ishmael was born.
16:16

iv. At 90 years, God Confirmed His Covenant with Abraham.
17:1-3

v. At 99 years old, Abraham was circumcised.
17:24

vi. At 100 years old, Isaac was born.
17:17; 21:5

vii. At 103 years, Abraham weaned Isaac when he was about three years old.
21:8

viii. At 175 years, Abraham died – 100 years after he obeyed God’s Call!
25:7

3. Sarah was Full of Pleasure – 
Gen. 21:5-7

Sarah laughed…saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? 
18:12
a. She laughed and she expected the “whole world” to laugh with her!
Gen. 21:5, 6 ct. 18:12

Consider others in Genesis who also Laughed (Heb. tsachaq): 

i. Lot’s sons-in-law Laughed at him when told to get out of Sodom and Gomorrah! 
19:14 – joking, NIV

ii. The son of Hagar Laughed (was mocking, NIV) at Isaac when he was weaned.
21:9b

iii. When Isaac was Laughing [Sporting (KV); fondling (NRSV); caressing (NIV)] his wife,


he was caught red-handed by the Philistine king and his secret discovered.
26:7, 8

b. She was mother to a child and she expected to be nursing children!
Gen. 21:7

Literally, Sarah suckleth sons. “Many of the greatest saints in Holy Scripture, and even our Lord himself, were nursed by their own mothers” (Wordsworth). 
For I have born him a son in his old age. Literally, I have born a son to his old age. 
Compare the seemingly unable-to-give-birth mothers who gave birth to great sons:

Rachel to Joseph; Hannah to Samuel; Elisabeth to John Baptist cf. Mary to Jesus

C. The Consequences of the Taunt
Gen. 21:10-21

1. The Contention.
Gen. 21:10-13

a. Sarah’s Contempt: Cast out 
21:10

i. The Scorn: this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman
ii. The Slavery pictured – bondage to the Flesh and to the Law.
Cf. Gal. 4:22-25

iii. The Separation foreshadowed – 
for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.
Gal. 4:30b
b. Abraham’s Concern: Ishmael was still his son.
21:11

c. God’s Confirmation: Ishmael is thy seed, though Isaac was the Chosen seed
21:12, 13

And Ishmael would still be blessed:

i. Ishmael would be blessed with 12 sons as with Isaac. 
17:20; 25:12-17
ii. “I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.”
16:10
iii. He would become a great nation.
21:13, 18

· But he shall be a wild ass (donkey, NIV) of a man.
16:12, NRSV
· His hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against him.
16:12b
· He shall live at odds with all his kin… he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.
16:12, NRSV, NIV
iv. But the Ishmaelites would live in hostility toward all their brothers.
25:18 cf. 16:12, NIV

2. The Expulsion.
Gen. 21:14-21

a. The Sending away – Was the Departure (sent her away) a Divorce?  
21:14 ct. 16:3

Scripture does not recognise Hagar as Abraham’s wife, cf. bondmaid, bondwoman
Gal. 4:22, 23, 30, 31

b. When all water was Spent and all Strength gone she put the boy under one of the bushes.
21:15, NIV
c. Deserted, Distressed and preparing to Die in the Desert. 
21:16

d. The Appearance of the Angel of God ct. the Angel of the Lord earlier.
21:17a cf. 16:7

e. God’s Answer to the need and Assurance concerning the child, Ishmael.
21:17b-19

f. Ishmael Advancing to become a great nation.
Cf. Gen. 25:11-18


The Desert of Paran is in the northeast portion of the Sinai peninsula.
D. The Comparison drawn from the Taunt.
Gal. 4:21-31

	No.
	Isaac
	Gal. 
	Ishmael
	Gal. 

	1.
	The Son of the Freewoman/ Promise.

The Son after the Spirit.
	4:22, 23

4:29
	Son of the Bondwoman 
Born after the Flesh
	4:22, 23, 30

4:23, 29

	2.
	Representing the Abrahamic Covenant of Promise “from Jerusalem which is above” and which is free.
	4:26
	Representing the Old Covenant from Sinai and Jerusalem on earth still under bondage.
	4:24, 25

	3.
	Believers are now children of Promise and Free as with Isaac. Therefore, cast off this bondage after the Law and the Flesh. 
	4:28

4:30
	As with Ishmael, the Flesh is at war (persecuting) with the Free who are children born after the Spirit.
	4:29

	
	Just as Ishmael and Isaac were in conflict (Gal. 4:29), so the flesh and the Spirit are contrary the one to the other (5:17). The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. (Gal. 5:16-18). Therefore believers are to cast off the lusts of the flesh and “live by the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16, NRSV).


II. The Treaty
Gen. 21:22-34

A. Abimelech's Request
Gen. 21:22-24

1. Though not Trusting Abraham who had lied to him before fully...

21:23a cf. 20:9-13

2. Abimelech still Trusted him as a man of God.

21:22 cf. 20:17, 18

In spite of Abraham’s Frailty and Failure, he still could be a Friend.
3. His Treaty with Abraham – its Importance and Significance.

21:23, 24

a. To swear or take oath [shaba' (shaw-bah')] occurs 3 times.

21:23, 24, 31

b. The numerical adjective šeba‛ (seven) occurs three times.

21:28-30

c. The name Be'er Sheba', (“well of seven” or “well of the oath”) occurs three times. 
21:31-33 (cf. 14)
B. Abraham’s Reproof.
Gen. 21:25-27a

1. Abraham Complained of the loss of his well of water violently taken away.
21:25

2. Abimelech Explained that he was not in the know.
21:26

3. Agreement was no problem and both of them made a covenant.
21:27

C. An Additional Agreement Reached.
Gen. 21:27b-34

1. Another covenant Extended to Ensure safety for Abraham.
21:28-30a

2. The Witness of the Well, Beersheba = the well of the oath or the well of the seven.
21:30b, 31

Cf. Hagar’s well: Beerlahairoi = the well of Him who liveth and seeth me.
16:14

(Cf. Ishmael = God shall hear (Gen. 16:11) with Hagar’s name for God: Thou God seest me. 16:13

3. The Testimony of the Tree [Grove, KJV] – Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba
21:33 

For Shade, Shelter, Security and Safety Sworn before the Everlasting and Eternal God
cf. Zech. 3:10

Conclusion: The Taunt and the Treaty demonstrated God’s Perfect Promises Lived out to the Letter. 

4. Abraham, was a Pilgrim in the land of the Philistines on his way to the Promised Land.
21:34 cf. Heb. 11:9

And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days.
Cf. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise.
Heb. 11:9
